Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the Safer Roads Partnership doing to address speeding?

The South Yorkshire Safer Rods Partnership’s role is to try and bring together activity which is being delivered by the different partners who each have specific roles and responsibilities in relation to speed management.  Key to this is our education, communications and publicity role to help the travelling public to understand who does what, what is possible and how we all need to work together to achieve a safer road network.

We run regular publicity campaigns targeting different road users in a bid to influence attitudes and change behaviours. Ultimately, all drivers and riders need to be persuaded that driving at inappropriate speeds is not a minor, technical offence that everyone commits, but a serious, dangerous and anti-social activity. 

Follow us on social media @SYSaferroads or visit our website sysrp.co.uk for more information.

The team also delivers a range of education and training sessions for different road users, from young drivers, motorcycle riders and people who drive for work purposes. As part of these sessions, we will discuss issues around speed, the risks of inappropriate speed and the possible consequences. We always aim to help drivers to determine what measures they can put in place to stop them from driving at inappropriate speeds in the future.

What are the local authorities doing to address speeding issues?

It is important that road design gives drivers the right messages about the maximum safe speed. A drivers’ choice of speed is partly dependent on the characteristics of the road on which they are driving. 

The local authorities set speed limits, introduce traffic management measures, install new infrastructure such as pedestrian crossings, cycle facilities or traffic calming. They design and introduce new road layouts as well as maintain the local road network, including signing and lining. 

Local authorities can install speed indicator devices or vehicle activated signs which display the vehicle speed or a message when triggered by vehicles travelling above a threshold speed. This prompts the driver to check and correct their speed, or thanks the driver when they are travelling within the speed limit.

These are just some of many duties and responsibilities the local authorities must deliver, all of which have a high importance. Local authorities must, therefore, allocate and prioritise their limited resources to the best possible effect. 

When assessing complaints about speeding the local authority will check to see whether there have been similar requests for the location. Some of our partners already have maps available on their websites to show the locations where complaints have been made in the past. This may influence whether you wish to submit another request for the same area.

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/roads-pavements/road-improvement-requests

In responding to requests from the public, the local authority will check that the speed limit is correct for this type of road and is properly signed. A review of the casualty data and any speed data for the area will be undertaken. Any other information about previous or planned work in the area will also be taken into account.

In addition, the local authorities undertake an annual review of casualty data in their area and identify locations which may benefit from road safety improvements. If a cost-effective engineering scheme can be designed these will be put forward for consideration to be funded from the authority’s Local Safety Scheme budget. 

Some local authorities have a pot of funding which has been made available to address local concerns, which may not have resulted in personal injury collisions. Based on this, local ward members would submit proposals via a neighbourhood road safety concerns fund. These applications are assessed annually and prioritised on their overall benefit to improving road safety.

The introduction of engineering measures can be a lengthy process due to the requirements for securing funding, design, statutory consultation processes and scheduling the build or implementation of measures. 

What are the Police doing to address speeding?

If it is not possible to change attitudes and behaviour (education) or limit people’s opportunities to do the wrong thing by introducing physical measures on the road network (engineering), then punitive measures (enforcement) may be employed.  The Police have powers to enforce speed limits and other motoring offences. However, these are just some of many priorities, including tackling various forms of violent crime, all of which are extremely important. The Police must, therefore, allocate and prioritise their limited resources to the best possible effect. 

South Yorkshire Police’s roads policing group has responsibility for patrolling the network across the county. As part of their daily business they run a dedicated road safety operation – Op Illuminate – which targets bad driving in a bid to educate road users and remove the worst offenders from our roads.

If there are issues related to anti-social driving or riding then the neighbourhood policing teams can be called upon. They are also the relevant team to contact for speed enforcement on estate roads and on roads with a 20mph, where a handheld speed gun will be used. Communities can also join in and be part of these operations, to monitor the speed of vehicles using handheld detection devices, under the Community Speed Watch programme. 

What are South Yorkshire Safety Cameras doing to address speeding?

Cameras are an effective way of persuading drivers not to speed, and thereby reducing the number of people killed and seriously injured. An independent review of more than 4,000 safety cameras over a four-year period showed that cameras significantly reduced speeding and collisions, cutting deaths and serious injuries at camera sites by 42%.

South Yorkshire Safety Cameras operates a network of 31 fixed speed cameras and three average speed camera systems across South Yorkshire, as well as permanent enforcement cameras on the smart motorway in South Yorkshire. These cameras are supplemented by a fleet of mobile camera vans which can offer a more flexible approach to enforcement. 

The placement of fixed camera sites is directed by Government guidance as part of a casualty reduction programme. The criteria is based on the number of reported injuries within the immediate vicinity of a potential site, together with the speeds of vehicles on that stretch of road. Very few, if any, new locations in South Yorkshire would meet this criteria.

The criteria for directing mobile camera enforcement is not as stringent as for a fixed camera housing and this has led South Yorkshire Safety Cameras to focus its camera enforcement strategy more towards this approach. 

Communities can request enforcement as part of what is called a “community concern site”. There do not need to have been any recorded casualties injured in road traffic collisions. A speed survey will be undertaken to assess whether vehicles are exceeding the speed limit. A site survey will also be undertaken to assess whether the camera van could be safely parked and have sufficient sight lines to undertake enforcement. If these criteria are met, then the site will be added to the list of community concern locations to receive enforcement when resources allow. Currently there are 74 community concern site locations in South Yorkshire which receive visits on a rolling rota, based on the resources available for enforcement activity.  

Who should I contact with my speeding issue and how?

We hope this guide will help you to reach the relevant party to address your concerns. 

1. To request a speed indicator device or a vehicle actuated sign please contact your relevant local authority contact for your area (see links in right hand column).

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/roads-travel-and-parking/road-safety/road-safety-schemes/

https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/doitonline/traffic-calming 

Report a problem with or request new street markings – Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/roads-pavements/road-improvement-requests

https://www.safetycamera.org/report-concerns-about-speeding 


2. To request traffic calming, signing or lining changes or other highway features contact your local relevant local authority contact for your area (see links in right hand column).

3. Where speeding is a concern in a 30mph or above speed limit you can request a ‘Community Concern Site’ via http://www.safetycamera.org/contact-us

4. To request Community Speedwatch (CSW) contact your local policing team via www.southyorkshire.police.uk/contact-us/your-neighbourhood-policing-team/

5. Where speeding is a concern in a 20mph zone please contact: https://smartcontact.southyorkshire.police.uk/advice/driving-complaint/


6. To help us to distribute relevant road safety messages and campaign materials in your community (via notice boards, newsletters, social media channels, etc) please contact the Safer Roads Partnership at enquiries@sysrp.co.uk

7. If you have specific concerns about certain motorists then these ideally need reporting to South Yorkshire Police on telephone number 101. Alternatively, you can report dangerous or inconsiderate driving to the police via their on line reporting system at https://smartcontact.southyorkshire.police.uk/advice/driving-complaint/ .

Dashcam footage can also be submitted for consideration by South Yorkshire Police via the national portal https://secureform.nextbase.co.uk/



Many thanks
South Yorkshire Safer Roads Partnership
Website: sysrp.co.uk
Email: enquiries@sysrp.co.uk
Social media: @SYSaferRoads
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